Fall 2006

served than ever before. All of our children and teen grief
support groups are set to resume in late September and
early Dctober, beginning with our New Family Orientation Night on

We‘re ready for a new season with more children being

September 15th from 6-7p.m.

Mew adult bereavemnent groups being offered by the VNAIC include
aYoung Adult Grief Support Group (ages 19-30'%) and a Latino Grief
Support Group. Please call (760} 836-0360 for meeting dates and

times of groups.

The Mourning Star Center’s programs are provided as a community service. There is never a charge
to the children or families. Your donations ensure our ability to offer these programs.
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Camp €rin News

Camp Erin is coming! Camp Erin, our Yeek

end befeavement camp for children and
teans ages 617, is currently recruiting valun

teers. The camp, scheduled for Jub27-29,
2007, in Big Bear, CA, is the first camp of its
kind, serving grieving children in the
Coachella Yalley, If you are someone with a
passion for children, who loves o have fun,
and [5 mature and respansibie, we want you.

Volunteers Needed

Camp Erin will need voluniteers in many
tapacities.
« Counsalors
= Photographers
« Supplies Nesded
= 50 stuffed Teddy Bears "Erin Bears®
= Arts and crafts, luminaria supplies

and balloons
= Camip snacks

Far mare information abaut
wolunteering, or how you
can help suppost Camp
Erir, please contact Pamela
Gabbay, Camp Coordinatar,
at (760) 836-0360




Renowned Artist Edward LupperDonates Art to MSC Children

Edward Lupper, a local artist among “Who's Who in Ameri-
can Art". donated original lithograph creations to the
children and teens of the M5C. His whimsical anirmal paint-
ings include cats, pandas, and mice. Each child was given a
framed ,hand-signed lithograph on the last night of the group

before breaking for the summer. That
evening, the children left the Center
with huge smiles on their faces and a
picture that they'll cherish. Thank you,
Mr. Lupper]

For more information on Edward Lupper,
pleasegofo www.lupperart.com.

The Painless Art of Giving

Chantable contrdbutions can become a5 routine
as going to the grocery store. If you become a
member of The Community Partners Program,
by registering your name with Albertson’s, Food
For Less, or Ralph's, the VINAIC will become the
beneficiary of a donation, each time you shop. By
naming the VANAIC as the chanty of your choice,
each of the three grocery chains will automati-
cally make a contdbution in your name to
support our pediatnc care fund. We hope you will
take adwvantage of this consistent, easy way to
give. For more information on how you can sign
up for The Community Partners Program, please

call Brdanne Lawson at (760} 773-6263.

Spotlight on
Volunteer Facilitator Pat Woodard

The thought of Fat Woodard brings to mind ane
wiord- Giving. Pat is one of the most generous peopls,
sharing her time, her friendship, and her laughter o all of the
MSC children that she comes in contact with. Whether |t is
listeming intently to a 12 wear old tell his story or playing tea with
a 4 year old in the preschool group during free time, Pat s ahways
available and present.

MSC children know that she is someone they can trust, so Pat is
an invaluable part of our M5C team. She also voluntesrs
with our Hospice program, as well as the Trauma
Intervention Program (TIP) and ks the mother of ¥
sons. Thank you, Pat, from all of us at the

Mourning Star Centerd

* The Auen Foundation
* The Bob Hope Chrysle

* The Moyer Foundation

al Thanks to the Following Foundations
r their Support of M5C over the past year.

r Classic
* The Donald and Coeta Barker Foundation

* The Regional Access Project Foundation(RAP)

I .", i

Pat Woodard, Volunteer Extraordinaire
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First Summer Art Institute at MSC

In response to our children’s desire to stay Iin touch during the summer months, the
Center hosted special art workshops for the Mourning Star kids and teens. Professional
art instructors volunteered their time and conducted a
total of nine sessions of art instruction, teaching
the kids how to work with various media. The
kids had a great time, learned some new skills g
and took home their own fabulous works of
art, such as button memory frames, clay &=
pinch pots, and plaster masks, They also
worked together and created several
group projects to benefit the Center.
Look for these special pieces, including
plaster masks, button photo frames,
and a clay tile collage at our Heart of
Fashion auction in February. A special
thanks to volunteer art Instructors Susle
Klein, Batsy White, and Gina Bikales, who
donated their time and shared their exper-
tise during these workshops. The workshops
were free of charge and available to all of our
klds over the age of 5.

THE NICHTINCALE SOCIETY SUPPORTS MOURNING STAR
The Nightingale Society, VNAIC'S volunteer women's awxdliary dedicated to fulfilling the non-clinical needs of our
patients, has been busy granting the wishes of M5C. Under the leadership of Nightingale Society Chair, Linda Curea,
the women have donated many items to The Center and the families it serves, They do this not by opening their check
books, but by networking in the community. In recent months the ladies have donated dress-up clothes, toys, an
armoire, fans, a swamp cooler, books, and art supplies. The Nightingales are always interested in adding new mem-
bers, so if you would like information on how you can become a valued member of this group, please call Gina Bikales,

Fund Development Manager at 760-773-6262.
. E s




Dancing With Our 5tars is a unique fundraiser to be held on October 28th at the
Hyatt Grand Champlons in Indian Wells, The event will benefit 12 Coachella Valley

charities, amang them the Mouming Star Center! "y

Dr. Audrey Depelteau, D.C,, our "Starthas graciousty volunteered her time and danc-
ing talent for the Center to perform with her professional partner, Luis Gardia, in the
2nd charity ballroom dance competition. Dr. Depelteau has a successful chiroprac-
tic practice in Cathedral Gty and spends her free time giving back to the commu-

nity. R

The charity event, a production of A Charity Affair, allows you to vote for Dr. Depel-
teau by “purchasing” Proxy Votes for 510 each - a5 many as you like! 100% of all
monies received benefit the Center and are tax deductible. Everyone’s a Winner!

You can help our Star win! *

* Uise the envelope included here and simply write “Dancing With Owr Stars” somewhere on
the envelope. Prowvide yowr credit card information or include your check, payable to the
Mowrning Star Center of the VMNAIC, stamp the anvelope and drop it in the mail, o,

* Ciall owr Fund Development office at (A80) 773-6260 and purchase pour vate over the phone, or

* Dirop by the VNAIC office on Cook Street in Paim Desent and purchase youwr vode in person,
{ To irswre staff availability to assist you quickly, please call (F80) 773-8260. Our office howrs
are generaity 8 am to 5 pm, Monday — Friday.)

NN R I The Best Wheel Deal
£ in Town

STH ANNUAL E
: It's tirme for & new car...but what are you going to do with
the old onet? Trade-ins just aren't worth the time, or the
i hassle involved. Besides, vou are never offered what you
think is a fair trade. Selling a car yourself can take way too
. much time away from the golf course, the tennis courts, of

- ] the swimming poal. Do vou really want to put your phone
— Homorary Chair Jackic Lex Flowston — number out there for just amyone to call? VNAIC has a
Event Chair Barbans Geicoen better idea. By donating your vehicle, boat or RV to us, you
8 2007 - can be assured that the fair market value will be tax
Ranche Lar Ptz ine Rarcho Mirgge - deductible, the vehicle will be taken away In a timely
7o bemfit The Mowrming Sear Conter of the VNAIC == manner, and the proceeds from vour donation will help
o F L ST R LR i e b : provide the best in home health and hospice care to those
= A place of hape and healing for grieving children W in need, To find out more about the best wheel deal in
I T B own, please call (760) 773-6260,
an invi n 6260
—
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WAYS YOU CAN HELP

The Moumning Star Center of the
YMNAIC

L
You can help support our mission
in a variety of ways:

The Mourning Star Center is
supported solely through private
support from individuals,
foundarions and companies, and
FeCCiVes N SELE o
federal funding,

»

The Moumning 5tar Center does
not charge a fee for its services.

The Visiting Nurse Association
of the Inland Countles
WINAIC)
offers adult grief support groups
in English and Spanish.

VNAIC also offers a Young
Adule Grief Support Group for
Ages 19-30'%

Please call (760) 836-0360 for
dares and times groups meet.

MSC Grief Support Groups
Lirtles: Ages 3-5
School Age: Ages 6-12
Teens: Ages 13-18
Please call (760) 836-0360 for
dates and times groups meet,

THE MOURNING STAR. CENTER OF THE YNAIES

WE COULDN'T DO IT WITHOUT OUR YOLUNTEERS

M3C would not be capable of serving 30 children and reens per month, were
it not for our wn-:lt:rljl-.)d volunteer facilitarors! Our facilitators not only com.
plete several days of extensive training prior to working with our children, bus
they also make a 10-month commirment to remain involved with their group
at the Center. We have outstanding volunteers and, as a roken of our apprecia-
ton, MSC hosted a dinner ar the Marriort Shadow Ridge Resort. It was a grear
time of comradery and team building. We also were able two debrief from the
year's experiences, review our mission and poals for serving the communiry,
and most importanty, recognize the unique contribution that each and every
facilitazor made to our program. Seaff presented Certificates of Appreciation to
each facilitaror during the dinner. Thank you o the Marrdorr Shadow Ridge
Resort for donating Marriott Dollars toward the cost of the dinner.

TF:&M' Stafl and Volunteer Pacilitabors
£
4 Inr.:v Pasniela Gablsy, foy Saices, Kim DhaBen,

Mﬂuming l5i:E|r Cent'er E)taﬁ: attends T}‘re

Dﬂugﬂ enter Jummer !n&tjtute

Mourning Star Center Staff Anne Marie Clark, Kim DuBeau, Pamela Gabbay,
and Sheryl Sullivan (from our Viciorville office), attended the Dougy Cenrer’s
International Summer Institute training for a week in July, The Summer Insti-
e provided program and skill development as well as opportunities o
observe Dougy Center peer to peer gri-:f SUpPPOTT '-l:!llfﬁ. The Dougy Cenrter is
the National Center for Grieving Children and Families and the model upon
which The Mourning Star Center is based. Mot only was the work thar of the
Center validated, butr we left the Dougy Center with wonderful ideas for
program expansion and development, Lﬁrw.ﬁ an inspiring weck for all who
arended from the VNAIC! A large portion of the cost for arending the
summer Instituce was made possible by the Bob Hope Chirysler Classic Foun-
dation and the Regional Access Project Foundation (RAFP). A special thank you
to both of these organizations for making this trip possible!

Pudik rr.rwl} Jeha Fﬂ]l.l’dl.l-
twan, Par Woodard, Deana Blissmer, John Porend (hack
bleen Dialo
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OUR GOAL

The Mouming Star Center of the VMAIC provides loving support in a safe place
where grieving children can share thelr experience as they move through their
healing process. The Center extends supportive services to the family, caregiv-

THE MOURNING STAR CENTER
OF THE VNAIC ers, schools, and the community,
m’ﬂ“"‘%ﬁ.m OUR PRINCIPLES
Paim Dmamh m“t' 82711 The Mourning Star Center of the WNAIC believes that every child deserves the
opportunity to grieve in a supportive and understanding environment. How-
Physical mm 5 ever, our society often fails to understand or support the needs of a child and
e ‘len“h'n-mn 4 m“m ! family in grief. Based on these beliefs, the principles of The Mouming Star
Center of the VMAIC are:
Phaone: TE0-836-0360 MEC
Fae TEO-TTB-1612 o Grief is a natural reaction 1o the loss of a loved one
Email: Moumingstan@vna-ic.omn for children as well as adults.
; ! Y Wiith the help of the community, each individual has
MSC Staff the natural capacity to heal.
e Marie Clark . - - . a
Direcior Palm Desert Hospice 70 The duration and intensity of grief are unique for each
Kim DuBiesy individual.
Center Coordinalor
Pamela Gabbry Caring and acceptance assist in the healing process.
Camp Erin Coordinator
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